PDGA Amateur & Junior World Championships Preview

2013 PDGA

EMPORIA, KANSAS

_ The world’s best am‘ateur and jun.ior disc golfers
both tre weatner anc the piay wi Hiely ve not - THE@ COUIS@S  Reviewes by b. Looris
Emporia is a delightful town, home to Emporia M NlC'PAl. ot -

State University, which started life as a teacher’s col-
lege; famed journalist William Allen White was from
Emporia as well. | spent three summers in Emporia a
long -ime ago when my dad attended summer school to
earn his masters degree. The first summer it rained for
days and a huge flood inundated a great deal of Kansas,
including, of course, Emporia. Another summer was hot
beyond description and we spent days in the college
library because it was air conditioned and in those days
not much else was. So my memories are colored by
water and heat, which pretty much sums up what you
face this summer. It might not rain for days but most of
the courses have a considerable amount of water OB so
water will be on players' minds. - WiT : :

Like most Kansans, | don't cotton to much humor | Summary: Fly Pads, Mach 5 temp baskets, water hazards, shots in
that references Dorothy or Oz or stupid little dogs. It . space, visually daunting.
was funny in 1939 but not so much any more, so can 4 :
the jokes about not being in Kansas any more. Look
arourd you: you are in Kansas so you should soak it up
and enjoy every sunny bit of it.

There is not a single host hotel this year, but most
of thz area's hotels have agreed to set aside rooms
for the championships and most will offer discounts.
Check the tournament Web site for more details.

This is not an urban environment—and that's a
good thing. Fewer distractions and fewer miles twixt
courses and events.

Since we go to press a couple of months before the
event, there are likely to be some pieces of information
that might change, particularly as they pertain to spe-
cific zourse/hole info; some holes might get tweaked,
but players will find these course maps and distances
useful in understanding the overall course layout.

—RMS
For ail questions and additional information, please visit

2 the Web site: www.dynamicdiscs.com/2013amworlds.




PETERPAN

Summary: New concrete tee pads, Mach 3s, water hazards, tunnel shots, island holes, blind pin
-placements, dangerous greens.

Ry
an

Basket

Summary: Concrete tee pads, Discatchers, water hazards,
~ tunnel shots, shots in space, blind pin placements.

JONES PARK WEST

Summary: Concrete tee pads, Mach 3s, water hazards, tunnel shots, shots in space, blind pin
placements.

~ COUNTRY CLUB

Summary: Fly Pads, Mach 5 temp baskets, water hazards, tunnel shots, shots in space, mentally
daunting.




The Evolution of a Revolution:
A Conversation with Jeremy Rusco

By D. Loomis

Photos By CoolDaddySlickBreeze

The first time | heard the name Jeremy Rusco was at a
tournament in poeka Kansas, back in 2008. He had just
won the Advanted division at the Mighty Shunga Open and
was givinga rather muted speech, which | wouldn't have been
abie to hear had he been yelling into a microphone because
evaryene kept yellmg, ‘move up!” and drowning him out. |
went Jp to him after his speech to congratulate him and he
grinned sheepishly as if ashamed of his accomplishment and
said, ‘Thanks.”

Rusco was one of the best amateur players in the world” *

in 2008 and his tournament résumé for that year was excep-
tional with top-10 finishes in 14 of the 16 tournaments he
entered including The Memorial, the U.S. Amateur Disc Golf

_-,Championshlp, Bowling Green Amateur Championships, and
 the Amateur Worid Championships. Rusco was a player who

ed primed _for the Jump to the pro level in 2009, but

1 2005, which he fan out
; ria; -Kansas. “Thtggg. were
very slow at the start, but | had he intention of them being
anything other than that,” he said. “It was my college hobby
that | was having fun with. It was a one-man operation that
didn't need more than that while things were getting off the
ground; | just wanted to get my plastic cheaper, supply the
locals, and sell a couple discs on eBay. | got hooked up with
Eric McCabe and he was instrumental in helping the logo
and brand get national exposure, which is what fed the fire
to make this a full-time operation. As things started to gain
momentum, it was time to find help, and some of my favorite
disc golfers jumped on board. Clay Houser and Chris Wiggins
were the first two official paid employees who likely received
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plastic and product instead of @ paycheck starting out. They
both started as dye guys doing about 10 discs a day. Glay
evolved into the person to handle shipping and Wiggins took
over the custom-dye operation, which became a staple part
of the business. Clay is still with us today and one of the ma-
jor reasons why we have such a great looking website, great
customer service, and streamlined operations.”
~From 2007 to 2010, Dynamic Dises was located in three
different basements. Eventually Dynamic Discs moved its
operations to a small retail space in. Emporia in May 2010.
After outgrowing this space in fewer than eight months, they
relocated into a much larger retail space in May 2011 in
downtown Emporia. “That first store was in the back of this
building that you couldn’t see from the road. It was 1, 5§§O
square feet, which was way more space than we needecis at
the time but we autgrew it in no time at all so we had to
move to downtown Emporia where a lease to own a building
opened up. The building featured 6,500 square feet for us
to graw into."”
In 2012, Dynamic Discs added two other stores; one m




Kansas City, Kansas, which is considered a corporate store
and the other in Dallas, Texas, which is a franchise store,
making Dynamic Discs the only disc golf retailer in the world
with more than one disc-golf-only retail store.

The Dynamic Disc logo has quickly become one of the
most recognizable brand hames in disc golf, with the famous
“DD” logo being sported by many of the sport's elite players.
The DD-sponsored teami(prior to the great shake up of 2012)
had some of the biggest names in disc golf over the last
five years with such notables as Paul McBeth, Paul Ulibarri,
Gatrina Ulibarri, Paige Pierce, Eric McCabe, and Nikko Lo-
castro—with at least one member from the DD téam winning
a world championship_in each of the last three years. This
helped the Dynamic Discs name spread across the disc golf
universe. ;

Rusco ceasetl to be a presence on the courses but his
name is still synonymous with'disc golf tournaments. In the
past five years, Dynamic Discs has sponsored, hosted, or run
moresthan 200 tournaments around the United States. In
2012 alone, they ran 50 PDGA events in seven states, mak-
ing them the largest disc golf hosting entity in the sport.
This year they will exceed that number and they will-hast the
Amateur World Championships in Emporia in July.

| asked Ruseo far an interview back in September 2012
and it took five months for us to finish it. He is'a hard man to
catch for any length of time, but | was finally able to corner
him in Emporia.in January of this year. He agreed to meet me
in person after months of emails and phone calls. Then came
the announcement that Dynamic Discs was coming out with
its own line of discs, and this helped feed the frenzy of disc
golf team shake-ups'in December. Several key members of

- the team were forced to make us-or-them decisions and when
the dust settled, several key members of the team departed.
It was a het- button issue in disc golf and all anyone wanted
to talk about. o

We set up the meeting at the Applebee’s in Emporia. Rus-
Co i$ a busy man, but he has to eat and | figured | could get
what [ needed from him while he noshed on some chicken
fingers. As | sat down at the table, | noticed on the wall be-
hind our baeth was a poster of Etic McCabe., It read, i Ao
McCabe. Warid Champion. Team Discraft.” | pointed this out
to Rusco as he sat down at our table. “Yeah,” he said, “l need
to see about gettlng them a new poster ¥ ;

Rusco: ['m. giad we came here | didn't brmg any lunch from
home today and I'm starving.

Laomis: Your brmg your lunch ta work everyday? Do you hke fo
cook?

| know Fow to put things in a microwave, but no, | don't
have time to cook.

Do you come here a lot?

Not that often, but sometimes. My wife doesn't like to
cook either, and this place isn't that expensive. She's going
to kill me for saying that. It's just that when she gets off work,
she's not in the mood to cook any more than | am so this is
easier.

You that worried about money?

I'm not worried, but let's just say that | still drive the same
‘94 Ford Explorer that | drove in high schoal.

Doesn’t owning a disc golf store make you any money?

No, not really. There isn’t that much money in disc golf.
There's some, but not that much. | guess you could say that
we break even.

You mean with all the disc sales, the tournaments, and all the tee
shirts, you aren’t turning a profit?

We reinvest everything back into growing the business.
I'm lucky my wife has a great job. She’s a chemist and she
pretty much brings home the bacon in our family. This is re-
ally more of a labor of love that | will hopefully be able to take
a paycheck home from, eventually.

What does your wife think of this fabor of lave?

She laves me. (smiling)

Daes she play? e

She's been out a few times, but it's not really her thing.
Were you playing hefore yau met her or did yau dlscaver dfsc
golf after you met?

Uh, man, that's a good question. | met Wendy in co[lege [Ft.
Hays State University in Hays, Kansas] and [ started playing
around that same time. | guess | started playing disc golf
first, but | didn't really take it serrousfy until m~ ed to Em-
poria, so | guess it's both. ! .

When d:d you start playmg?

a great situation with a startmg p
year and full scholarship, but [ w
to continue doing something ths
mine taok me to play the
didn't really sink in at that tir D
and that's when | really started playmg for rea[

How much did you play? .

QOne or two rounds a day UsuaHy before and after football
or track practice if there was someone who wanted to go play.
The house that | lived in all got hooked so we all became very
competitive.

What do you remember about those early days?

It was fun! Learning how to throw and what different discs
did was neat to get figured out. Many of our rounds included
a cooler with the loser of the hole being the one to carry it
to the next tee. It didn't take long before we learned about
professional disc golfer Eric McCabe who was just starting
to get serious about touring and making disc golf his career.
McCabe talked me into playing the Glass Blown Open, which
was my first event in 2005! This is what really made me want
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to get competitive and play more events.
What was your first disc?

A used DX Marauder that | purchased for $2. Remember
the money thing? It was rarefor me to spend money or spend
mare than | had to.

. It’s been a veryinteresting off-season in the disc golf world, so
| guess everyone wants to know: How are things going down at
bD? 8 :
know, we just released the four discs and
: ; t?fcjur mare out before the end of the year.
~ So that’s goo are finalizing our plans with the city for
Am Worlds and the Glass Blown. And, you know, trying 1o
~ keep it together. Lots of tournaments to run. Things are busy
and tnere is no shortage of excitement around the DD shop.
What has been the response so far to the new line of discs?
‘Good. They're aweseme. | think everyone has really gotten
behind them. Ron [Convers] just won a tournament using our
plastic last week. And the rest of the team seems real positive
“abouzthem. We like how they turned out.
.Haw'd this all come about—you partnered with Latitude 64° an
this venture, right? _
Yeah. Well, we started talking about making our own discs
in July and it just sarta feok off from there.. We made ithe
"\ decision to move forward an September 1st. | flew over to
- Sweden in November and they had the prototype discs waits
ing for me at the airport. [ threw them that day and was really
imprassed with not only the dises, but with their operation
and production facility. It was just a great experience and |
think it's going to wark out really well for everyone.
The names of the discs are interesting. Who came up with Legal
- scheme idea? g _
ht have been the mest challenging aspect of the
project. | never thought that so much would go info the ndame
of a disc, or plastic name, but it took months of discussion
where we would talk in person as weil.as post our ideas and
thoughts on a discussion board o that nothing was lost.
Eventually we all came to the conclusion on what we liked
and moved forward. | think there were a few names that we
thought might be too inappropriate for discs, but it was funny
at the time. e
Suc as? :
1 think “The Shank” was one of the names we passed on.
" it is still on the discussion board so in five years when all
‘the names in the dictionary are taken you might see this one
leased. The most overstable disc ever?
. Having your own disc line and heing a disc golf retailer, how is
that going to affect your relationships with Discraft, lnnova, and
other manufacturers?
_ 'm sure it's going to affectthings a little bit. |'miaet sure
vet how much=-we will.have to Wait-and see how that goes.
| krow we aren’t being allowed to be a part of The Memorial
this year. But | understand that. | mean, it's business and
they have their interests to protect. | still have really good
relztionships with the guys at Discraft, Innova, and Gateway,
and | called them and told them what we were doing. They
were very supportive, but | can see where things might not be
the same after this all settles in.
Are we ever going to see Jeremy Rusco return to competitive
disc golf?

| played last year.
One event.

Still. That's playing.
Do you miss it?

Yeah. No. Yeah. | want to get back out there.and play and
be competitive but it is just so hard to breakiaway when there
is so much going on to keep this beast growing at the rate
that it is. ;

Do you ever'want to just blow off work and go play?

Sure. But I!'m not going to. 1 try to make it a point to get
out and play one casual round a month. Sometimes | might
get two rounds in to make up for the month that | missed a
round.

We finished our lunch and headed over to the Dynamic
Disc.store in downtown Emporia. Inside is a spacious show-
room with large metal racks from flogr to ceiling lining one
half of the store walls. Hundreds of boxes of discs fill -up: the
shelves. I the center of the store is Eric_McCabe'’s 2010
World Championship:Basket mixed in with half a dozen ather
baskets. Racks of ¢lothes sporting the DD logo fill up the
other side of the store. Standing behind a counter is Clay
Houser who is busy filling internet arders to be mailed out.
Clay used to be an up-and-coming Amateur player much l;ke
Rusco, and like Rusco, has given up his golfing career to-w&tk
full time for DD. A N
How many full time employees da you have working for you?.

We have Clay, Searle, Shannon, Stevo, and Scott whoe
work full time. We are working on bringing in Jeremy Kindy
[he did]. There are also several part-time employees who wil




likely be turning full-time due to the increased workload
from the disc release and soon-to-be bag line. We also
have “Smitty” [Christopher Smith] who is now our team
liaison, and Efic McCabe as team captain.

How much of the success of DD do you attribute to your
friends?

All of it assuming that when you refer to friends, you
are also referring to the DD team and staff. You can only
do so much yourself in aiday. We have a very talented and
driven team that has awvision about what is happening. It
is all about having the right people on board and | couldn’t
be happier with who we have associated with DD. If it were
just me, Dynamic Discs would simply be an eBay-based
operation. The growth of the company has come from hav-
ing the right peaple in the right places.

You said it wasn'tthat profitable.

It's not really, Buildings cost money. Discs cost meney.
Tournaments cost money. People have to be paid for the
things they do. So at the end of the day, it just sort of
breaks even with any of the profits being put back into the
g;fov#h of the business.

Tben why do it?

(pausing, and lookmg around) Cause we love it. Come:in to

the back, I want to show you our new bags.

Rusco takes me into the backroom of the shop. There are
a few small offices tucked neatly among thousands of discs.
The space is a converted garage that holds excess stock and
the tournament inventory ready to be loaded up and sent out
in the RV and traller which are waiting just outside the build-
_ing for the next mad trip. This is the heart of the DD tourna-
. ment-runn: ngmachme camprised of a trailer, two full-sized
" RVs, and 20,000 pieces of DD-stamped gear or “merch” as
. it'has come to q§ known.

Rusco: That s the RVs and the trailer. We lock all this stuff up

after the theft i

0h, yeah, you guys had & trailer full of merchandise stolen a few
years aga. Did you ever get that trailer back?

4T ThisiE raa&i}e weird, but | received this coliect call frcrm a

~ guy in Wiehitawho was in jail for something else, who said he

‘ -wou[d {eﬂ s vﬁﬁo stole the_traller if we bailed him out of }alt

[

- wf?th%..cam 'Hi‘;*;u
thanks.” Thougl _;;

Was it a disc ga%r?
) haverne: Jd% but'at this point | don't think that it was
which gives med sense of relief,
In the backroom, Rusco shows me the prototypes for his new
disc golf bags. He has several backpack ideas and a few “nor-
mal” looking bags.

We are calling the backpack “The Ranger,
“What do vou think?

| tell Fim what | think and he absorbs everything | say.

He isn't resistant to anything | say about the bags. Even if he
disagrees with me, he is seems willing to listen to what | have
to say.

”

says Rusco.

Rusco: The idea is to get the bags ready for our team mem-
bers and see what they think.
Whao is still on the team? :

McCabe is still with us, 8@ is Liz [Dorries], [Chris] Eads,

George Smith, [Ron] Convers Paige [Bjerkaas], [Patrick]
Blazek, Smitty, [Zach] Newhouse, Dixon [Jowers], Miles
[Seaborn], Giggler [Donald Ellsworth], and a lot of others. We
still have a great team that we refer fo as the DD family.
Was that hard far you?

It was. | didn't want thi ngs to end up like this. Qriginally
we wanted everyone to stay, but the Prodigy team guys just

made a great offer we couldn’t match. One of the team mem-
bers—I won’t say who—said if | could match their offer they
would stay, but | couldn't do'it. | mean, what they offered was

b

just too strong of an offer. =
I have some quotes here that 1 gathered last fall from your team
members. | sent them each a message and asked thgm for a

guote about yau. Several of tﬁém are no langer on t.fre team but T

want you to hear what they had ta say about you,
“He’s the greatest person. | don't Rnow rf 1
been this successful without his suppﬂ_; ;

still be his friend. He's th
You know who said that?
No

brother. He's always had my ack and he
do something when | ask fim.”
That's McCabe. Sounds like you're well liked.

| guess so.
| have quotes from most of the team—[Paul] Ulibarri, [David
Hemmeline] Hemmi, and Nikko [Locastrol. They all had great
things to say about you. Did you take their decision to leave the
team personally?

They had to do what was best for them and | straight up
told them that. | don’t blame them for that. | felt bad that we
couldn’t provide for them what was needed to keep them as
part of the family. The timing just wasn't right.

never says he can't
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How did you find out about the team’s decisions?

This was a closely guarded secret that we didn't want ru-
mors to get started about. We made the decision to keep
things quiet until the announcement was made. | called most

~ of the t2am and told them what was going on. It was the most
hectic and busiest timesof my life with a lot of conversations
~that needed to take place. | made as many phone calls as |
could..Some team players were informed by the phone and
some were informedsby email as there just wasn’'t enough
hours i1 the day tqtalk to everyone, Then it was up to them
to decide. They c_alled and told me what they were going to
do and things ended on a high note. | think that most of the
team had bigger issues with Discraft or Innova than they did
with me. With all the shake-ups, it was an interesting time
: and nodody-really knew where the cards were gaing to fall.
| I How do yuu’gelect"geam'memhe‘rs? From the outsider’s paint of
L view it would look like you are a great evaluator of talent con-
‘ sidering your roster.
1 Our team is a family. | get asked all the time ‘about what
| _ itytakesto get on our team, or if I will sponsor semeaone, etc.
|

b :,‘But the truth is, we want people who best represent the core
values of DD. This is afamily—our family—and it's not about
who has the most talent, or who has won the most tourna-
ments, it's about who best represents what we are aH about.
| believe that.

f-am of the firm belief that teams should be allowed to use
mixed bags. For example, | like Discraft midranges and Inno-
va drivars and putters. A lot of big-name pros have also used
mixed bags and have gone without teams. Then they seem to
start their own companies—Dave McCormick has Gateway,
Jussi Murresma has Discmania, Steve Rico has Legacy Discs,
and now former DD team member Phil Arthur has Prodigy.

108 Player Pro Fleld

Entry Fees

* Pro Open $110
* Pro Masters $85
Register

Online Registration Opens Wednesday, Jur
To register online go to wwwbcdga C

* Pro Women $85
* Pro Grandmasters $85

Contact

‘__hnl cgeiizath]

PDGA "A" Tier SuperTour Event

Reserves of 10 FPO, 22 MPM, 22 MPG, 54 MPO until September |, 2013 :
Registration & Wait List close 8pm Wednesday, September 4th
Pre-Registration is required ~— Don't miss out!

Minimum of $6,000 Cash Added to Pro Purse

Do you think these players, yourself included, are the start of a
new trend in disc golf manufacturing; and do you think it comes
from frustration?
| really have no idea. Really, | guess if someone comES up
with a great Lﬁiea and the capital to get it started, then who
knows. More @@mpanies are going to get involved as the sport
continues to grow.
Are you gaing te allow your team memhers to use a mixed bag?
They can use out discs, Latitude 64°, and Westside discs, :
but we want t0 Keep the team using our stuff. Originally wa™
were going to let them use mixed bags, but it just didn"twork
out that ways

We finished the tour of the store and Rusco came across
his old disc gelf bag. Inside were a mix of Innova and Discraft
discs.

What's this?

Oh no! Ha! | guess | better get this straightened out and
get some DD plastic in this baby.

Just in case you accidentally find yourself on the course again?

You never know, Loomis, | just might.

What advice would you give someone who wants to start a d:sc
golf company? Either a retail store or start their own line?

One, it isn't always what you know, but who you know;
two, create a family and keep everyone as part of the family
for as long as you can; three, make sure that you get the right
people as part of that family because that is what makes for
a successful operation; faur, it also never hurts to make sure
that everyone enjoys whét they are domg

—D. Loomis #35956 é;ves works and pfays m the Greater
Kansas City area.

CHAMPION'S CUP
DlSL GOLF TOURNAMENT
SEPTEMBER 7 - 8

TYLER STATE P
NEWTOWN, PA

BUCKS COUNTY
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